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the rules and pass H.R. 2200, the CBRN Intel-
ligence and Information Sharing Act, as 
amended. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unable to vote on the afternoon of June 25, 
2015, due to my attendance at a funeral. Had 
I been present, I would have voted: rollcall No. 
388—‘‘nay,’’ rollcall No. 389—‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate reengross the Senate 
amendment to the bill (H.R. 1735) ‘‘An 
Act to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2016 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes.’’. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GRAVES of Louisiana). Without objec-
tion, the motion to reconsider the vote 
on the question of concurring in the 
matter comprising the remainder of 
title II of the Senate amendment to 
H.R. 1314 is laid on the table. 

There was no objection. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON 
H.R. 1735, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2016 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 1 of rule XXII and 
by direction of the Committee on 
Armed Services, I move to take from 
the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1735) 
an act to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2016 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes, with a Senate amend-
ment thereto, disagree to the Senate 
amendment, and request a conference 
with the Senate thereon. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas. 

The motion was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 

objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees: 

From the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, for consideration of the House bill 
and the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference: 

Messrs. THORNBERRY, FORBES, MIL-
LER of Florida, WILSON of South Caro-
lina, LOBIONDO, BISHOP of Utah, TUR-
NER, KLINE, ROGERS of Alabama, SHU-
STER, CONAWAY, LAMBORN, WITTMAN, 

HUNTER, Mrs. HARTZLER, Messrs. HECK 
of Nevada, WENSTRUP, Ms. STEFANIK, 
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. LORETTA 
SANCHEZ of California, Mrs. DAVIS of 
California, Messrs. LANGEVIN, LARSEN 
of Washington, COOPER, Ms. BORDALLO, 
Mr. COURTNEY, Ms. TSONGAS, Messrs. 
GARAMENDI, JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. 
SPEIER, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair will announce the appointment 
of additional conferees at a subsequent 
time. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on consider-
ation of the H.R. 2822, and that I may 
include tabular material on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

DENHAM). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 333 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the consideration of the bill, 
H.R. 2822. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES) to preside 
over the Committee of the Whole. 

b 1254 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2822) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of the Interior, environment, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other 
purposes, with Mr. GRAVES of Lou-
isiana in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from California (Mr. 

CALVERT) and the gentlewoman from 
Minnesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to bring 
to the floor H.R. 2822, the fiscal year 
2016 Interior, Environment, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations bill. 

As we begin, I want to personally 
thank Chairman ROGERS for his leader-
ship and support. Under his guidance, 
the Committee on Appropriations is 
again setting the standard for getting 
things done in the House. The Interior 
bill is the seventh appropriation bill to 
come to the floor so far this year. 

I also want to thank the gentle-
woman from Minnesota (Ms. MCCOL-
LUM), my good friend and ranking 
member, for her partnership and work 
on this bill. 

Finally, I want to thank each of our 
subcommittee members for their ef-
forts and the collegiality that con-
tinues to be the hallmark of our sub-
committee’s deliberations. Even 
though we may have differences of 
opinion within this bill, I greatly ap-
preciate the Members’ constructive 
contribution, and I mean that sin-
cerely. 

The committee has made very dif-
ficult choices preparing this bill. As re-
ported by the Committee on Appropria-
tions, the fiscal year 2016 Interior and 
Environment bill is funded at $30.17 bil-
lion, which is $246 million below the 
fiscal year 2015-enacted level and $3 bil-
lion below the budget request. We have 
made a sincere effort to prioritize 
needs within our 302(b) allocation. I 
would like to point out a few of the 
highlights. 

Again, this year, the committee has 
provided robust wildland fire funding. 
Fire suppression accounts at the De-
partment of the Interior and the Forest 
Service are fully funded at the 10-year 
average level. The hazardous fuels pro-
gram was increased by $75 million to 
$526 million in the fiscal year 2015-en-
acted bill, and that increase has been 
maintained in this bill. 

This bill also continues critical in-
vestments in Indian Country, a non-
partisan priority of the committee. 
Building upon the bipartisan work of 
the former subcommittee chairmen 
MIKE SIMPSON, Jim Moran, and Norm 
Dicks, this bill continues to make in-
vestments in education, public safety, 
and health programs in Indian Coun-
try. 

Overall, funding for the Indian 
Health Service is increased by $145 mil-
lion, or 3 percent, while funding for the 
Bureaus of Indian Affairs and Edu-
cation is increased by $165 million, or 6 
percent, from fiscal year 2015 levels, 
the largest percentage increase in this 
bill. 

This bill provides full funding in fis-
cal year 2016 for the Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes, or PILT, payments. PILT 
payments are made to 49 of the 50 
States as well as to the District of Co-
lumbia, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

The bill provides $2.7 billion for the 
National Park Service, including more 
than $60 million in new funding, relat-
ing to the centennial of the Park Serv-
ice. 

We have also addressed a number of 
priorities within the Fish and Wildlife 
Service accounts. The bill funds pop-
ular cost-shared grant programs above 
the fiscal year 2015-enacted levels. It 
also provides additional funds to com-
bat international wildlife trafficking, 
protects fish hatcheries from cuts and 
closures, continues funding to fight 
invasive species, and reduces the back-
log of species that are recovered but 
not yet de-listed. 
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